of thase elusive UFOs

lember 1871,

wére Mr Mark Birdsall and
Mr Bill Tree. Mark is the
research director of YUFOS
and Bill iz an investigator.

Bill told his story first;
outlining the day he “saw™ a
fiving saucer, which changed
his whole life.

I was about 12 years ald
and was helping my father
In our allotment on the New
Wortley Road HRecreation
ground on the outskirts of
Leeds. The allottment was at
the Thighest part of the
Eround and from there one
can =ee for several miles
over Leeds,” he explained,

“It was a sunny afternoon
and my father and brother,
aged 10, were on theic knees
T was digging about 10 yards
in front of them. As I was
siretching my back, 1 looked
up to my left and there in
the blue zky was what ap-
peared fo be a very fast
moving siar or shooting
star,” he said.

Privilege

This happened in 1955 and,
a2z Bill pointed out. =0 man
had ever been near the
moon at the time.

“When the siar was op-
posite me, but & few miles
away in the sky appearing
just over Leeds United’s
football ground, it seddenly
stopped  dead. At that
moment I knew this was no
shooting star,” he sald

So Bill stared at this ob-
ject and watched in
amazement a5 it tered
rourse and headed straight

towards him.
“What was 50 incredibie
was itz =peed; within four

sconds it was thore
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between the filving saucer
and me were my father and
my brother with their backs
towards it," he said.

It was the length of three
double-decker buses, a
saucer-shaped dome on top

less prominent dome
1 the way round the
of the outer edge of

were  round
PO part was s'o-
wiyBating, whilsi the top
ras spinning,” Bl ex-

oculd not pelieve what
seeing and shouted
{ather and brother:
look a f¥ing saucer,
hind you ™

by the. time they
round, the flyving
saue had gone :

N surprisingly, Bill's
faibd was rather sceptical
andiihen Bill suggested re-
po the Incident 1o the
poll® his father sald no.

p thought the police
migthink T was" odd and
toldie to keop the incident
to mgelf,” snid Bil “But he
cham his mind when he
sawine local paper on the
¥
“there was =n arficle
ihat about 208 people
ferent paris of Leeds
had ken a fiying over
y. Even two policemen
Moled it down in their

t T was the ealy per-
see it at close guar-
Was a

incident; that
g of the sort ever hap-

. having talked to Bill,
i convinced that he is
Mnced that he saw a fly-
inggaucer. He is a sincere,
ible man who runs &
sful  television . rental
vz, He iz cerfainly not

¥ Nither s uﬁm
an' | articulate | “25-vear-old

whi set up YUFOS with his
brether Graham in 1981 —
having broken away from
Costact International, the
men U'PO society.

"We fell we were not get-

‘]

Objects Society (YUFODS).

ting enough feedbatk from
Contact and it would be bet-
ter 10 branch oul on our
own," he said. )

One quite extraordinary
incident and its aftermath
persuaded Mark that York-
shire needed an independent
society.

“1t concerns & lorry driver
who was driving through
Yorkshire from the south.
He was marsied but he was
vigiting another WiOIman,
which Is why bhe remasins
anonsymous. It was early in
the 1970s," recounted Mark.

Frightening

“Having Ilsft  his Iady
friend egprly in the morning
{about Sam, he walked

grross some dense woodland
to. get back to his lorry. It
was. a cold, misty summers
day,” he sald. “Suddenly the
driver saw something really
{frightening.”

“A long black cigar-like
object landed in an opening
in the wood and humanoid
figures, dressed in black got
out. Apparently there were
about 36 of these men with
one leader, who was shout-

ing instructions in  what
gounded Dutch or German,”
he said.

Thesc “people” were

rquipped with what appeared
to be torches or guns and
they 'were tapping the
ground with them.

But the figures ran back
into’ their black machine the
moment they saw the driver
und his lorry. One of them
dropped his {or her or its)
instrurment in. the’ panic but
dashed back ‘1o collect it

Then the macmw aff
at @ terrific speed, making’

1o noise-at all. :

The lorry driver kept guiet
about' his experience for a
couple of years — ‘because
of the woman Involved —
but His  story eventually
came to the notice of Con-
tact International.

“This is where the story
gets really interesting,” said
Mark. I firmly believe that
there was some military in-

volvement here and that
Contact International were
told to hush the whole in-
cident up.

S0 eventuaily Mark and
his brother decided to go it
glone and they founded
YUFOS,

Mark is convinced that

here §s & lot of top secret
nilitary  activity going os
whind .the scenes, which ex-

lains: UFO - sightings. But
Aill disagrees.
But, despliie their dif-

ferences, Mark and Bill are
vorking towards the same
goal: To find out as much as
they can. aboul every re-
poried UFQ sighting.

One such sighting, which
scourred at Elvingion, near
York, on Docember 12, has
fascinated Mark.

Many locals =aw an object
deseribed a8 a glowing blue
and red ball of light which
exploded into & multitude of

colour. It was later ldenti-
fied by the York Ast-
ronomical Sociely as a
firchall — part of the so-
called Gemini stream.

“We accept this™' said
Mark, “but I am convinced
there was somethiag else
over Elvington <hat night.

The fireball was seen at
about 8.30pm bul we have &
witness who saw something
much bigger and more in-
explicable at 7.00pm"

The witness is a 38-year-
gld farm labourer who says
be: saw @ hupe- circular ob-
ject in the sky with nome-
rous coloured lights smd a

yangie of lightz"onutbeoanse

1 St—aas about il jrelends
1en ﬁw.r:--.'.nj._ql:fiﬂ‘ -and
made oo noise sl all

“The fTarm labourer was
absolutely terrified and wo
are sure the object he saw
was not the =ame as the
ohieet that others =zaw some

Mr Mark Birdsall and Mr Bill Tree of the Yorkshire Unidentified Flying

time later,” said Mark. “For
ane thing they were travel-
ling in different directions.”

To get my feet firmly back
on the ground, I then visit:d
Mr Trevor Wood, last year's
chairman of the York Ast-
ronomical Society.

Trevor was sceptical of the
story of the Elvington farm
Iabourer.

“I find it incredibly. ci=
ficult to believe there were
1wo different -sightings on
the same night. That would
be an incredible voin=
cidence,” he sald. “But I can
confirm the fireball ., in-
cident, L

“We have very little con-
tact with UFQ societies and
1 personally believe: that: 98
per cent of sightings can be
explained naturally,” he said.

What about that remaining
one per cent?

‘“That can be put down to
lack of scientific knowledge,”
he said. “1 cannot subscribe
to flying =aucers or under-
cover milltary operations."”

“Personally I think some
UFD societies do a lot of
harm by misleading people,
Many of these So-cad
sightings of flying objects
ean be zo easily explained.’

“And,” said Trevor " why
do we so rarely get sightings
of UFOs from amateur ast-
ronomers [s it because they
can explain rationally €x-
actly what they have seen?

And so the arguments rage
on: arguments which, taken
to their logical conclusion,
arrive at a question that has
puzzled man from the wery
start. 1s there a force in the
universe so immense that we
~are jpotally unable o com-

Maturally, I don't know 5o
I'l end with a  delightful
ggying from the easl.

It goes: “Any self-respeci-
ing Buddhist can produce 8
flying saucer. It's just a con-
gentrated thought form.'
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